Explanation 2nd man change system.

The name of this system has been invented by us, hence you probably won’t find any info about it on the Internet.
The advantages of this system are: 

· The possibility of riding in very large groups. 

· You cannot loose each other. 

· You don’t have to wait for people behind you. 
The disadvantages are:

· A large discipline is expected of the participants.
· It is important to choose a logical and therefore visible place during a stop. 

· You must especially pay attention of your own safety at a stop. 
The system works as follows:

There is one fixed first rider as well as one fixed last rider of the entire group.  

Especially the last rider must be known by every participant, so that he can be recognized.
In our case both of them ride Gold Wings, so easily spotted.
We ride “brick stone wise”, the first rider at the left side of the lane (NOT road), the 2nd at the right side, etc..

The first rider is NEVER to be passed.

The moment we must change direction, the first rider takes another road or at a round about,  the 2nd rider stops at a safe and visible place to show the others where to go to. If that’s not possible stop at the road we’re leaving and show the others where to go to. Never act as a Policeman though, do not block other traffic. That’s illegal in Holland. The 3rd rider now becomes the 2nd and so on. When the last rider arrives (on the Gold Wing) join the group again as second to last rider.

Overtaking during the ride is not allowed, stay behind the person in front of you. That way we all get our fair number of stops during the ride out, and we like to keep the risks of crashes as low as possible.

Even directly after the start of the ride out we start this system, to get used to. Never assume that you don’t have to stop because the whole group is close together. And when in doubt, stop. Like at a roundabout where we go straight on (taking the 2nd exit of 4).
Keep standing still until you see the last rider on the Gold Wing again. Never assume that they won’t show up anymore. They will do, eventually. There can be a very good reason why it might take a while before they arrive, like a bike breaking down. The people following you assume that they have to go straight on if they don’t see a bike showing them the direction and might get lost in the end.

That automatically means for everyone in the group, if you arrive at a junction, roundabout or traffic lights: if you don’t see a bike (very likely CB1100R) showing you where to go to you go straight on.

Our Gold Wing guides have CB’s on their bikes, so they can contact each other if needed. They have done many ride outs using this system of changing. The first one will point the 2nd rider in the beginning where to stop. If there are problems the last rider will tell the 1st rider to stop. 

The system is more difficult to explain, especially on paper, than it is for real. It has proven a system where a large group can ride at a reasonably pace. During the ride that slow guy in front of you will stop somewhere at a junction so you can speed it up a bit (
At the start of the ride out we get a few riders at the front of the group who have experience with this system.

We hope it’s not needed but have made arrangements for picking up a bike on the Saterday if it can’t be ridden anymore. We also have a few sets of tyres available.

Please note that in mainland Europe all traffic from the left, on equal junction, must give way to traffic from the right.

Feel free to ask if you have any questions about it.

We hope you all have a great ride.

